
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Limestone Bluffs RC&D Awarded USDA Rural Economic 
Development Grant for Small Business Development in 
Eastern Iowa  

MECHANICSVILLE, Iowa, October 29, 2019 —  

Limestone Bluffs Resource, Conservation and Development, Inc. will receive $33,000 in federal 
funding to support small business development in Eastern Iowa. USDA is making the award 
through the Rural Business Development Grant (RBDG) program.  Recipients may use the funds 
to provide technical assistance, training and job-creation activities.  Overall, Agriculture 
Secretary Sonny Perdue approved the award of nearly $35 million through USDA’s grant 
program to help support the start-up or expansion of rural small businesses.  Six of the grants 
totaling $303,935 are being awarded to organizations, including Limestone Bluffs RC&D, serving 
rural Iowans. 

LB RC&D’s Small Business Development Project  

Limestone Bluffs RC&D’s grant funded project will provide technical assistance for business 

development that will create and/or save jobs in small rural communities and adjacent rural 

areas in Eastern Iowa.  Participating businesses through this project may benefit from planning 

activities, market research, access to capital (revolving loan fund) and cooperative marketing.   

“The goal is to create new and strengthen existing additional business ventures through project 

activities and events so that they may remain successful for years to come,” says LB RC&D 

Executive Director Lori Scovel.  

The small business development project area includes communities with populations of less 

than 10,000 and rural areas in Cedar, Delaware, Dubuque, Jackson and Jones Counties that are 

associated with the Limestone Bluffs RC&D region.  Businesses must have 50 or less employees 

to participate. As this project focuses on rural vitality, businesses located within the City of 

Dubuque are not eligible for assistance.  

USDA Rural Development’s Rural Business Development Grant Program is one of several that 
support rural economic development and the funding continues to have a dramatic impact on 
rural communities across Iowa.  Since 2009, USDA Rural Development has invested more than 
$3 billion on essential public facilities, small and emerging businesses, water and sewer 
systems, and housing opportunities for Iowa families. 

 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwOTI5LjQ5NjIwNTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDkyOS40OTYyMDUyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDUwNDM2JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGFyaW4ubGVhY2hAaWEudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWRhcmluLmxlYWNoQGlhLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants


Revolving Loan Also Available to Small Businesses 

Limestone Bluffs RC&D has established a successful revolving loan fund that continues to be 

able to provide financial assistance to small rural businesses for formation, expansion, as 

working capital or for the acquisition of equipment.  In addition to the services available 

through the RC&D’s new small business development program, over $45,000 is also available to 

qualifying small businesses through the agency’s revolving loan fund. Staff is able to help small 

businesses one-on-one to succeed in smaller markets.  

Scovel adds, “These funds can revitalize and promote positive economic growth on a local scale 

and utilization of the lending program can fill a funding gap for new business start-ups.”  

Contact Limestone Bluffs RC&D  

Small businesses interested in assistance through this project or in the agency’s revolving loan 
program are encouraged to contact Limestone Bluffs RC&D with a brief description of their 
need via email: office@limestonebluffsrcd.org no later than Nov. 15, 2019.  Eligible businesses 
that apply are not guaranteed assistance through RC&D programs, but all will be reviewed for 
consideration.  Activities associated with the grant-funded program must be completed by June 
30, 2020. 

Limestone Bluffs Resource Conservation & Development is a private, tax-exempt non-profit 

organization that works with people, communities and businesses in support of a thriving rural 

lifestyle for all.  To learn more, visit www.limestonebluffsrcd.org or contact Lori Scovel, 

Executive Director, at 563-221-1930.  

  

*      *       * 

mailto:office@limestonebluffsrcd.org
http://www.limestonebluffsrcd.org/

